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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) agricultural data of members and farmers who received the service from community
soil and fertilizer management center 2) opinions, needs, problems, and suggestions of members and farmers who received the service from
community soil and fertilizer management center 3) knowledge, knowledge resources of members of community soil and fertilizer management
center and the strength of community soil and fertilizer management center 4) the benefits received of farmers who received the service of
community soil and fertilizer management center and the developmental strategy for community soil and fertilizer management center. This
research was mixed method research. The population consisted of 3 groups : 1) farmers who received the service from community soil and fertilizer
management center in 2023 with unknown number. The sample size of 165 was determined by using Cochran formula with the error value of 0.07,
2) 41 members of community soil and fertilizer management center; and 3) 10 committees from community soil and fertilizer management center
collected all the data. Tool used in this study was structured interview form. Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics such as frequency,
percentage, maximum value, minimum value, mean, standard deviation, ranking, and classification. The results of the research revealed that
(1) farmers who received the service earned the average total income from the agricultural sector of 112,978.79 Baht/year, had the average cost in
the agricultural sector of 40,646.67 Baht/year, had the average debt in the agricultural sector of 46,389.41 Baht, had the average agricultural
experience of 23.66 years, and held the average land ownership of 11.54 Rai. Members of community soil and fertilizer management center eamed
the average total income from the agricultural sector of 149,946.34 Baht/year, had the cost from agricultural sector of 65,365.85 Baht/year, had the
average income in the agricultural sector of 62,500 Baht, had the average agricultural experience of 33.71 years, and held the average land
ownership of 16.22 Rai. 2) The opinions of farmers who received the service from community soil and fertilizer management center were at the
highest level especially on the aspect that the center had knowledge regarding soil and fertilizer management that was accurate and reliable.
The needs of farmers who received the service from the center were at the highest level on 2 aspects: service and knowledge. The problems of
farmers in receiving the service from the center were at the high level in all 4 aspects especially about lack of public relations for members about
the services of the community soil and fertilizer management center. Suggestions of farmers who received the service from the center were at the
highest level in all aspects: especially should be organized well, in order to provide continuous service. The needs of the center members were at
the highest level in 3 aspects: resource support, knowledge, and support from the officials. The problems faced by the members at the highest
level in 6 aspects especially on the issue of the lack of members who had knowledge regarding soil and fertilizer management for providing the
service to the farmers. Suggestions of the center members were at the highest level in 6 aspects especially on the aspect that there should be the
creation of the demonstration crop which utilized soil and fertilizer management technology in comparison with the traditional agricultural farming
of farmers. 3) Regarding the knowledge of the center member, it showed that 61.4% had knowledge on the management of community soil and
fertilizer management center and 60.0% had basic knowledge on soil and fertilizer. The knowledge resources of the center members were at the
highest level such as activity media and personal media. For the strength of community soil and fertilizer management center, it was at the highest
level : external factor of the center and intemal factor of the center. The external factor had an impact toward the strength at the highest level on
the aspect of the cooperation of the agricultural extension officers while the intemal factor impacting the strength at the highest level on group
strength and the creation and restoration of group standard. 4) The benefits that the farmers received from obtaining the service of the center were
at the highest level in 2 aspects : production and farmers with the progressive strategy in the development of community soil and fertilizer
management center by organizing continuous seminar to exchange knowledge through the support by providing the lecturers in various forums,

increasing the channel of promotion, and establishing the knowledge resources.

Keywords: Developmental strategy, Community soil and fertilizer management center
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